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Abstract 
 
Strengthening civil society values is required in a poor fishermen community so that the community becomes the central point of 
development process in the seashore and marine areas to uplift the living standard of fishermen so that traditional coastal 
resource management is remain valued and cared for. The results of this study found that kinship, mutual help, cooperation, 
mutual trust among the poor families become social capital to survive with their family members. Utilization of local institutions 
that grow and thrive in the life of rural communities has helped many poor households in order to survive. Therefore, it is 
suggested that the government should pay attention to local institutions by providing reinforcement to those institutions to be able 
to serve as a forum for the fishermen in the villages in order to empower them without having to bring in outside agencies 
because, in principle, institutions that grow and thrive in society have helped fishermen in rural life; and it is a social capital. The 
results of this study reveal that the survival strategy of rural poor fishermen by adopting a multiple income strategy that involve 
family members in economic activities like fishing, it is recommended to train and educate the members with good skills so that 
the business can be managed properly to increase their income. In addition, the capital assistance to the poor fishermen should be 
given without  collateral requirement, so that they can manage their business well. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. 
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Research and Education Center. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The absolute poverty phenomenon has globally spawned the poverty reduction movement, which is 
characterized by the Millennium Declaration which gave birth to the millennium development goals. The 
millennium development goals will substantively reduce the total number of absolute poverty in gradual and 
sustainable way (Shaffril,  Samah, D’Silva, and Yassin, 2013). Indonesia with a huge population the percentage of 
poor people was significant compared to the total population (Cuesta, and Meyer, 2014). This proves that there is a 
decrease in the poverty rate (Gertler, Levine, and Moretti, 2006). 
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The phenomenon of poverty in Indonesia as previously described implies the birth of various poverty alleviation 
programs including poverty alleviation programs in urban, rural and coastal areas with people whose livelihoods are 
mostly fishermen (Akpalu, 2011). The Poverty Alleviation Program in the governing regime has various 
nomenclatures like the President's Instruction for Helping Underdeveloped Villages (IDT), Infrastructure 
Development Program for Disadvantaged Rural Areas (P3DT), Community Empowerment Program for Urban and 
Rural Areas (P2MPP), Social Safety Net (JPS). The government is currently struggling to reduce the poverty rate 
through several programs, such as National Program for People Empowerment (PNPM) for rural and urban areas, 
Regional Economic Infrastructure Development (Pisew), Public Health Security (Jamkesmas), Direct Cash Grant 
(BLT) which was substituted with Wishful Family Program (PKH). Those programs are implemented in provinces 
and regencies, including Bone Regency with support of poverty alleviation programs due to characteristics and 
situation of local society (Mair, 2013). Based on the background, the main problem of this research is poverty 
among fishing community. The problem, then, is deliberated in the following research questions: how is the family 
orientation of poor fishermen in the coastal areas of Bone related problems of poverty itself?. 
 
2. Previous Research 
 
Poverty culture might also be owned by the people from lower social strata, isolated communities, and urban 
residents that were landless labourers (Bramwell, Reilly, Lilly, Kronish, and Chennabathni, 2011). The communities 
involved in the unfortunate situation have aspirations (low aspiration) as a form of realistic aspirations (Willoughby-
Herard, 2010). This may also be caused by a more fatalistic culture, lack of willingness to pursue goals, lack see 
personal progress, feelings of helplessness or inability, the feeling to always fail, judge yourself feeling negative, the 
option position as a labourer and even a degree of compromise is pathetic (Barrett, and Mosca, 2013). People tend to 
surrender values or norms (culture of poverty), the formation of patterns of thought and behaviour resigned in a 
relatively long period of time will have an impact on people's behaviour in managing and resolving problems in 
their lives or the environmental crisis in the community itself, so not able to see opportunities and solutions to 
improve their lives (Yochum, Starr, & Wendt, 2011).  
Likewise, the culture of poverty also exists in the village of fishing families at Kajuara, Awangpone. They 
assume that poor living condition that they carry is a natural thing and they do not have to work on that (Bruce, 
Flynn, and Stagg-Peterson, 2011). The family poverty is regarded as fate and may not be changed; therefore, they 
must adjust his fishing families with poverty, so they do not feel tired and frustrated in poverty (Fishman, 2011). 
This phenomenon is called by Lubis and Wekke (2009) as fatalism in society. The poverty of Indonesian coastal 
communities has reached quite high rate, most of them with low education (Alexander and Chan-Halbrendt, 2006). 
In fact, the coastal regions which account for about 81,000 km are one of the greatest wealth of Indonesia. Wealth is 
not without use in various forms of development activities, but has been used for fishing activities, tourism, marine, 
and mining (Wekke and Lubis, 2008). 
Based on these considerations, this study focused on the social aspects concerning the mind-set (orientation and 
aspiration) of coastal fishing communities in Awangpone of Bone, how their views on the root causes of poverty 
itself, as well as their views on rich people in the vicinity, and how their survival strategy (Parker, Allen, Pearson, 
Peach, Flynn, and Rees, 2012). Likewise, regarding with poverty reduction programs undertaken by the government, 
whether it has or has not touched the substantive aspects of poverty alleviation initial hypothesis, empowerment 
programs that have not touched the social and cultural aspects so far, less able to accommodate specific social, 
cultural and historical nuances of the fishing communities (Eliason, 2006). In other words, poverty alleviation 
programs only nationally adopted as 'top down' programs instead of the initiative the district and city or region and 
poor communities based on social, cultural and historical communities (Ferse, Knittweis, Krause, Maddusila, and 
Glaser, 2012).  
 
 
3. Research Setting 
 
Bone regency government have set up a regional poverty reduction strategy in gradual and sustainable way but, 
empirically in the field, Poor Households (RTM), especially the coastal fishing communities still reach a high rate. 
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The data show that there are as many as 39.99 percent or 1,226 poor households out of a total of 3,066 fishing 
households of fishermen in Bone County (Arthur, and Mensah, 2006), though poverty alleviation programs in 
coastal communities such as Coastal PNPM and welfare improvement of fishing communities program have been 
allocated in the region. Similar situation occurs in Awangpone as one of the districts that have coastal areas out of 
27 districts in Bone.  
Kajuara village of Awangpone District is one of 372 villages is in Bone regency, South Sulawesi. Kajuara village 
is located in the northern coastal region of Bone. According to the geographical position, it is part of Bone Gulf 
region in the west and most of the population relies on traditional livelihoods as fishermen (Powers, Fodrie, 
Scyphers, Drymon, Shipp, & Stunz, 2013). Not unlike the state of the coastal villages in Bone, Kajuara villagers 
also faced with very poor living conditions. In general, until now, most of the population lives in the villages are 
poor. Indication of poverty on fishing family in Awangpone Kajuara based on early observations, there are some 
poor fishing families, with indicators such as the quality of the physical facts of poverty, residential housing 
conditions are very simple, woven bamboo walls leaf thatch roofs, bamboo floors or sandy soil, and the limitations 
of proprietary home furnishings, including the level of education of their children, the pattern of daily consumption, 
and relatively low levels of income (Sletten, 2010).  
 
4. Findings and Discussion 
 
Bone marine areas are affected by two monsoon seasons i.e. rainy and dry season. In the rainy season, the wind 
blows from the northwest or called the west wind. This is the title for the great wind season for fishermen in their 
annual calendar. This season did little to dissuade mariners at sea, for fear of the safety factor because sea, it was all 
done in order to avoid life-threatening ocean waves. West monsoon usually occurs in December through the month 
of March or until the month of June. In the summer time the wind blows from the west toward the west-northwest 
with a relative high speed and this season it rains, though bad weather conditions because of the demand to meet the 
needs of the family then there is still a desperate fishermen fishing communities Bone although only around the 
edges of the water and maximum around 20 miles away from the coast, while the dry season (eastern season) wind 
blowing from the southeast. The dry season occurs from about May to September and has a dry characteristic and 
relatively the wind is not too fast. Between the rainy season and the dry season there is a transition season that 
occurred in April, October and November with the air temperature varied, and usually in a fishing community 
known as the dry season , this condition is quite vulnerable to the lives of fishermen that result in the resistance on 
the lives of fishermen in whole. 
The water depth is ranging from five meters to thirty meters with the bottom consist of mud and sand. The 
position of Kajuara marine is protected by the Cape Pallette and has an extreme depth and river estuary so it is likely 
to have potential ecosystem for various shrimps, shellfish and demurral fish species that have significant economic 
value. The low fishermen's income can affect the fishermen's household to be in 'safety first' condition which means 
fishing communities generally will wait and see passively on the new introduction of business and its influence on 
the family economy. This way, in their point of view, will always minimize the possibilities of being loss or failed in 
the business rather than looking for new opportunities to get maximum results but with a high risk to the existence 
of the family economy.  
Fisherman social structure is dominated by poor fishermen that own boats with one outboard motor type 1, size 
0-5 GT (Gross Tonnage) which can be categorized as limited ownership of traditional fishing boat with a simple 
machine technology is a major contributor to the quantity of fisheries production in the region. However, they 
remain marginal in social position in the unequal and exploitative technologies. So as producers, the fishermen did 
not receive a large share of revenues (Fang, and Schinke, 2011). This condition is worse when the market is 
dominated by middlemen or bakul; they are actually becoming the ruler of the economy in the fishing community.  
These conditions trigger a number of economic issues that increasingly crucial in this fishermen community. 
Social reality is clearly illustrated through some social - economic facts of fishermen life as follows: Most of them 
(the poor fishermen) are also involved with middlemen; about 80% are involved with the middleman. Why? 
Because they can easily get loan, even though they have unsecured debt to the middleman, they can borrow again, 
they are given again as a good opportunity for them (loan shark). It cannot be anticipated quickly to help them get 
out of the difficulties of life. Some poor fishermen buy boats completed with their fishing equipment that have been 
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used but still worth fishing, rather than making their own (Wekke and Hamid, 2013). Indeed, there is no specific 
treatment for this outboard engines using diesel fuel only, due to the impact of the fuel price hike which is causing 
enormous hardship for fishermen (Walsh, 2011). After the boat is used, it is tied on the seashore and the motorboats 
are usually used in Lane IA and IB or around the seashore area, although some reach Lane II, the amount is not 
sufficient. 
It is interesting that poor fishing families are still able to survive, they do not seem to feel the conditions 
experienced by the limitations of their everyday behavior, they even enjoy it. There is a question if is poverty they 
are experiencing due to the existing social structure or hierarchy?. Poverty might happens because of the prevailing 
social structure only allows certain members of society to be rich, while others must be poor. These conditions, it is 
prone to happen in a family of fishermen, especially in the mustard fishermen who do not have boat or fishing gears 
(Njoku, 2004). The roots of poverty can be associated with the perception of the orientation of the fishing 
communities themselves, nor the views of the poor against the rich and associated with a survival strategy for the 
fishing community (Santiago, and Roxas, 2012). If the substance of the problems associated with poverty in 
Indonesia, there are several points of view, such as the agrarian populist group which is represented by the group of 
experts and civil society activists who think poverty is a problem that is essentially a very simple intervention of the 
State in public life in general, rural communities (Maanen, 2006). The point of view of a group of officials who say 
that poverty is the core cultural issues. People are poor because they do not have a high work ethic, do not have the 
entrepreneurial spirit, and low education, not even related to the quality of human resources. 
 
5. Conclusion 
 
The characteristics of fishermen is identical with limited assets, weak capital structure, lack of bargaining 
position to access the values of justice and economic resources, weaknesses in the market access and the ability to 
master science and technology. In such position, the life of poor fisherman in poverty becomes more complex and 
multidimensional. The structural poverty of fishing communities in social groups due to their dependence on the 
structure of the fishing season and potential fishery resources that are shared (common property); and the nature of 
open access to the sea causes the occurrence of overfishing throughout the research area. Another cause of poverty 
is limited affordability of fishermen on technology, imbalance in the market with domination of  bakul that act as 
middlemen have weakened fish marketing network and this fact is compounded by the  malfunction of social 
institutions like koperasi nelayan (fishing cooperation) and TPI (the fish auction place) and impartiality of 
government policy for the fishing community. The dominance of the poverty problems in the lives of fishermen is 
exposed to coastal areas that have the potential richness and diversity of natural resources. 
Poverty measurement conducted by the government as a basis for providing assistance to poor households, many 
things that are inconsistent to social reality found in the study area. Some supports were given to people that could 
not be categorized as poor so the poverty alleviation program were not successfully reach them. Regarding to this 
matter, it is suggested that in determining the poor households receiving the government supports, accurate 
measurement should be completely implemented in accordance with the indicators that have been issued by the 
National Development Planning Agency. 
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